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SUBJECT: CONFUSION OVER TURKISH ROAD TRANSIT FEE 

REF: ANKARA 0498 

1 . THE ADMITTEDLY CONFUSING PICTURE AS TO WHAT COUNTRY 
IS PAYING WHAT RATES FOR TIR TRANSIT ACROSS TURKEY CON- 
TINUES. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY APPEARS TO BE ALMOST AS 
CONFUSED AS ANYONE ELSE. IT SEEMS HOWEVER 
THAT EACH 

AGREEMENT COUNTRY WILL CONINUE FOR THE NEXT SIX MONTHS 
OR SO TO PAY THE NOMINAL OLD AGREEMENT RATES UNTIL NEW 
AGREEMENTS CAN BE NEGOTIATED. COUNTRIES WITHOUT TRANSIT 
AGREEMENTS, IN PARTICULAR IRAN, WILL BE ABLE TO BENEFIT 
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TON/KM) INTENDED FOR AGREEMENT COUNTRIES AFTER EXCHANGE 
OF LETTERS AGREEING TO BEGIN BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS FOR 
NEW AGREEMENT. IN EFFECT THEN, THE 40 KURUS RATE AND 
OTHER HIGH FEES FOR NON-AGREEMENT COUNTRIES SEEMS TO HAVE 
BEEN INFORMALLY REMOVED. LOCAL SOURCES EXPECT THAT NEW DECREE 
WILL BE ISSUED SOON CLARIFYING SITUATION ALONG ABOVE LINES. 

2. AS INDICATION OF PRESSURE BEING PUT ON TURKEY OVER 
TIR TRANSIT FEE INCREASE, WEST GERMANY EMBASSY HAS 
INFORMED US THAT FRG IS CONSIDERING BARRING ALL TURKISH 
TRUCK TRAFFIC FROM GERMAN HIGHWAYS UNLESS AND UNTIL WEST 
GERMANY OBTAINS RELIEF FROM ONEROUS PROVISIONS OF NEW 
RATES. 

3. RE PARA 4 OF REFTEL, EMBASSY HAS BEE INFORMED BY 
AGENT OF AMERICAN EXPORT LINES THAT FIRM HAS OBTAINED 

RELIEF FROM HAVING TO PAY HIGHER TRANSIT FEES FOR CARGOES ALREADY 
ENROUTE. AGENT SAID HE WAS TOLD INFORMALLY BY MINISTRY 
OF CTMMUNIC ATION S THAT DUE TO PRESSURE AND PROBLEMS 
OF ADMINISTRATION NEW SCHEDULE WILL NOT GO INTO FULL 
EFFECT UNTIL JUNE, 1976. THIS WILL PERMIT AMERICAN 

EXPORT LINES AND PRUDENTIAL TO CLEAR AND TRANSPORT AT PREVIOUS NOMINAL 

RATES BACKLOG AND CARGO ON HIGH SEAS 
DESTINED FOR IRAN. AGENT PRESUMED THAT FOR NEW CARGO 
TRANSITING TURKEY, AMERICAN FORWARDERS WOULD BE ABLE TO MAKE 
PROVISION FOR THE HIGHER TRANSIT RATES IN THEIR CONTACTS. 
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